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The Northern lreland Daffodil Group
THE NORTHERN IRELAND DAFFODIL GROUP

NEWSLETTER

Obiects
The purpose for which the Society is established is the advancement of horticultural
education through the study of the genus Narcissus and in {urtherance of such purpose:

(i) to promote public participation

in the said educational purpose;
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(ri) to promote the estatrlishment of public

gardens or of display beds in such gardens
which include p!antir'rgs r'}f Narcissus bulbs;
(iii) to provide buib *tocks for plantings within para (ii) above:
(iv) to promote, ot atlvanue scientific or practicai research into the breeding, crrltivation,
and productir:n of f'larcissus cultivars;

(v) to promote, or advance the study cf llarcissus diseases and pests with particular
reference to rnaking Northern lreland an international centre for the production of
healthy stocks of Narcissus;

(vi) to promote, or advance tha prcduction of new and improved cultivars of Narcissus
I:y hybritlisa'tion" and the increa*e o{ stocks of the best types of existing cultivars;
(vii) to publish, or assist in the publlcation of scientific and practical information and to
prrblish a journal in respect of the activitie$ of the Society;

(viii) to promote, or advance the hoiding r:f

of

shows, lectures, meet;nEs, and displays which

materiai relatirlg to the Narcissus airtl to which the puLrlic is
arlrnitted, and wherever held througlrout the World;
(ix) to promote, or sponsor the prornoticn r:if ciasses for Narclssus at any Horticultural
Show irrcluding the prr:uision of trophies_ i--Jls, or prizes for such classes;
(x) to provide, or nomiirare s,ritablo qualiiierl persons to iudge classes or exhibits of
Narcissus at any Horticultural show or at any shovr or disp!ay having such a class or
c4hibit;
(xi) to provide, or nominate suitable qualifiecj persc,ns to c!ive lectilres, or to provide
cxhibits relatirrg to the ftiarcissus;
(xir) to aid, and to receive aitt irom the Deparirnents of Agriculture in Northern !reland,
antl tor England, Wales, and Scotland, or frorn any body or person whether incorporaterl or not and whether carrying on activities in lrlorthern irelancl or elsewhere,
which has objects which include the purpose of the Socieiy and which aid will
arlvance the purpose o{ the Society;
l() rlrant tinancial aid to rneet in whole or in part thetravel oosts c{ a person proviried
or rrorninated by the Society to act as a judge at a Show within para (x) above, or to
rlrvr: a lecture or provide an exhibit within para (xi) above, or to provide a trophy,
r:up or 1;rize at a Show within para (ix) above, whether or not such person is a
include exhibits

rrrr.rrrlx:t

of the Society;

l(,,r(:(:r:l)l srrbscriptions and
r

(whether o{

chattel real or personal assets),

ltvr.,r'., ;tnrl l)0(lltcsts;

("v) tolrorrow.or r,risr:,or$ecurethepaymentof moneybymortgageorotherwise;
l"vrl rrfrr.r,rllv rr) ilr;rrir(lr!, invr:sl. and expend all the property and monies of the Socioty,
('vrr) tl rrllrlr,rrt or ,r',!,()(:riilr) with any body or person whether incorporated or not, an(l
wlrltlrr,r r,lrylr(l (,n,t(:ltvrltos irr Northern lreland or elsewhere;
trr rl, ;rll rrrr lr .rlr.r ,r rr wlrrr:lr lawf ully are inciderrtal to the purpose of the sociclv
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Rules of the Northern lreland
Daffodil Group
't. Title
The group shall be called "The Northern lreland Daffodil Group Society,,.

2.
3.

Registered Off ice

The registered office is 1 Glenholm Crescent, Belfast BTB 4LT.
Objects
The purpose for which the society is established is the advancement of horticultural
education through the study of the genus Narcissus and in furtherance of such
pu rpose:

(i) to promote public participation in the said educational purpose;
(ii) to promote the establishment of public gardens or of display beds
gardens which include plantings

of

in such

Narcissus bulbs;

(iii) to provide bulb stocks for plantings within para (ii) above;
(iv) to promote, or advance scientific or practical research into the
cultivation, and production of Narcissus cultivars;

breeding,

(v) to promote, or

advance the study of Narcissus diseases and pests with
particular reference to making Northern lreland an international centre
for the production of healthy stocks of Narcissus;
(vi) to promote, or advance the production of new and improved cultivars of
Narcissus by hybridisation, and the increase of stocks of the best types of
existing cultivars;

(vii) to publish, or assist in the publication of scientificand practical information
and to publish a journal in respect of the activities of the Society;
(viii) to promote, or advance the holding of shows, lectures, meetings, and dis-

(ix)

plays which include exhibits or material relating to the Narcissus and to
which the public is admitted, and wherever held throughout the World;
to promote, or sponsor the promotion of classes {or Narcissus at any Horticultural Show including the provision of trophies, cups, or prizes forsuch
cla sses;

(x) to provide, or

nominate suitable qualif ied persons to judge classes or
exhibits of Narcissus at any Horticultural Show or at any Show or display
having such a class or exhibit;
(xi) to provide, or nominate suitable qualified persons to give lectures, or to
provide exhibits relating to the Narcissus;
(xii) to aid, and to receiveaid from the Departments of Agriculture in Northern
lreland, and for England, Wales, and Scotland, or from any body or person
whether incorporated or not and whether carrying on activites in Northern
lreland or elsewhere, which has obiects which include the purpose of the
Society and which aid will advance the purpose of the Society;
.
(xiii)
to grant financial aid to meet in whole or in part the travel costs of a
person provided or nominated by the Society to act as a judge at a Show
within para (x) above, or to give a Iecture or provide an exhibii within para
(xi) above, or to provide a trophy, cup or prize for a Show within para (ix}
above, whether or not such person is a member of the Society;
(xiv) to accept subscriptions and gifts (whether of real, chattel real or personal
assets), devises and bequests;

(xv) to borrpw or raise, or
(xvi)

secure the payment of money by mortgnge or
otherwise;
generally to manage, invest, and expend all the property and monies of the
Soc

iety;

(xviil to affiliate, or associate with

any body or person whether incorporated or

not, and whether carrying on activities in Northern lreland or elsewhere;
do all such other acts which lawfully are incidental to the purpose of the

(xviii) to

Soc iet

y,

Mornborsh ip and Subscription

lVl'rrrlrrrslrip of the society shall be open to anyone on the payment of a minimum
.,rrlr:;r:rr;rti.rr, for the time being, of f4 per annum or fl0 for years
3
due on the
l',r l,rrrrr;rr y. Any rncmber being twelve months in arrears shall be deemed to have
I

l,.,trlllrll

Honorary Members. who shall be elected on the recommendation of the Committee

at a general meeting of the Society shall not be eligible to vote and shall not

be

liable to pay the subscription.
5. Committee
The management of the Society shall be vested in the committee of a Chairman,
Vice-Chairman, an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer and fouradditional
members, and the committee shall have power to co-opt, and power also to invite
a non-member to attend its proceedings.
A quorum for committee meetings shall be four, with the Chairman having a casting
vote.
A record of proceedings shall be kept.
The officers and committee shall be elected annually at the annual general meeting,
and may be removed from office only by a general meeting.
No member may serve for more than 4 consecutive years on the Committee.
6. Sub-Committees
The committee shall have power to appoint a sub-committee for any special purpose, A sub-committee shall make a record of its proceedings. The Chairman of
each subcommittee shall be an ex-off icio member of the committee.
7. Annual General Meeting and Other General Meetings
The annual general meeting shall be held in January each year, and other general
meetings may be held at any tlme directed by the committee. Tenor moremembers
may convene a general meeting if the committee refuses their written request for a
general meeting. At least 7 days notice in writ;ng shall be given of any general
meeting and shall state the agenda.
A quorum for General Meetings shall be fifteen, with the Chairman having a casting
vote.
Any member desiring to propose a resolution shall send the proposed resolution in
writing to the Honorary Secretary, to arrive not less than 48 hours before the
meet ing.

8.

Amendment

oI

Rules

Rules may only be amended at a general meeting of which due notice had been

given.
9.

Voting at General Meetings
Every fully paid up member shall be entitled to vole at a general meeting and the
Chairman shall have a casting vote.

A record of the business conducted shall be kept.
Accounts
A Bank Account shall be maintained in the name of the Society and cheques shall
be signed by the Treasurer and the Chairman or Secretary.
An audited statement of the accounts of the Society shall be submitted by the
Treasurer to the annual general meeting.
An auditor, whether honorary or paid, shall be elected at each annual general
meeting.
11. Disputes
Any dispute between a member and the committee shall be determined by a subcommittee appointed under Rule 6 and the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the
Society, the Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer for the time being, shall
be members of such sub-committee.
12. Dissolution
On dissolution of the Society the assets shall not be divisible between the members
but shall be given to a body, whether incorporated or not which has purposes which
are charitable in a manner as nearly as may be resembling the purpose of the
Society and which is selected by the Society at itsterminal general meeting.

10.

NOTE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
BRIAN S, DUNCAN

It is with much surprise and a little reluctance that I find myself
writing the first of my second series of Chairman's remarks.
Unfortunately, Vice-Chairman Sam Bankhead found current
pressures of work likely to interfere with his attendance at our
meetings. lt is the regret of all of us that sadly he felt he couldn't
accept the Chair in these circumstances, despite friendly pressure
and assurances of support. His colleagues on the Committee, all
members at home and abroad would wish me to express sincere
thanks for all the hard work, efficiency and courtesy with which he
carried out the secretarial duties of the Group. Hopefully, the work
Ioad will ease and Sam will be in attendance more often than he
anticipates,

Apart from one very cold snap the winter has so far been kind
giving promise of an early spring. But nature has a way of evening
things up and I expect there will be plenty of daffodils for foreign
visitors Harold McConnell, John Reed, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Jennings
(all U.S.A.) and Jan and Ans Pennings (Holland)when they visit us
at the end of April.
Being a last minute appointment to the Chair I do not have any
well considered theme for my term of office. The appointment does
however, give me an opportunity to work for wider and growing
interest in our group and our favourite flower. lt may seem somewhat illogical but one of the ways I think this can best be done is by
widening the scope and range of colour and types of bulbs at our
"Daffodil" shows and thus attract a wider public. I hope this is not a
simple rationalisation of a new found personal interest in tulips,
hyacinths and other bulbs. People sometimes come to see our
daffodils, which will always be our first love, but lwas amazed atthe
number of people who came long distances to see a small bed of
hyacinths

!

My personal interest was sparked by a visit to Holland last year
and I am pleased that a party of 15 from our group is going to visit
the Breezand Show, Aalsmeer Flower Auction and other aspects of
"bulb" interest this year and I want to thank Mrs. Maisie Jones for
her diligent work in making the arrangements.
The prospect of organising one major Show in Belfast is exciting
and could open new opportunities for the development of our
group. lf we are not too shy and are prepared to adopt an almost
business approach to publicity and the organisation of our affairs
we should be able to attract more people to join us in the pleasures
of knowing, growing or showing daffodils. And sur'ely that is the
main "raison d'6tre" of the Northern lreland Daffodil Group.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1987
S.

McCABE

The Annual General Meeting of the N.l.D.G. was held in Stormont
Mrs. K. Reade,
Hotel, Belfast on Sunday,25th January, 1987
Chairman, presiding. A total of 21 members were- present and were
welcomed by the Chairman.
Apologies
Mr. S. McCabe, Acting Secretary, informed the meeting that due
to pressure of work, Mr. Bankhead, the regular Secretary, could not
be present. ln addition, he conveyed Mr. Bankhead's decision that
he could no longer continue as Secretary and that he was unable to
accept the office of Chairman to which he was due to be appointed.
Several members expressed regret at Mr. Bankhead's decision and
paid tribute to his sterling work over many years, lt was the
unanimous wish of those present that the appreciation of Sam's
work should be recorded in the minutes.
Apologies were also tendered on behalf of Mr. W. Davison, Mr. J.
lattertwo also
Kennedy, Mesdames Greenlees and Pearson
-these
tendering their resignations.
Minutes
The minutes of the A.G.M. held on 26th January, 1986 were read
and adopted on the proposal of Mrs. Jones seconded by Mr.
O'Reilly.
Matters Arising
The A/Secretary gave an update on progress in relation to the
holding of a provincial show in Belfast. No further action could be
taken until we had received a response from the Belfast City Parks
Department. The matters appertaining to the investment of Group
Funds and Greenmount Agricultural Fair were deferred until after
the Treasurer's and Secretary's Reports had been presented.
Ghairman's Report
Mrs. K. Reade thanked the members for their support during her
term of office. ln particular'she mentioned the Treasurer, Secretary
and Committee members for all their efforts and congratulated Mr.
McCabe on his production of the Newsletter. Stating that she was
aware of what the Secretary had included in his report with which
she agreed, Mrs. Reade thanked the members for the honour conferred on her on being their Chairman and wished all members
every success in 1987.
Secretary's Report
The Secretary's Report was read for Mr. Bankhead by Mr.
McCabe. He reviewed the 1986 season which was the latest on
record, stating that some of the early Shows would have been
disastrous but for some members having pot-grown flowers. ln
relation to Greenmount Fair he thanked the ladies from Bangor for
their support, Major and Mrs, Reade for supplying flowers and
vases. He queried the support given by the members. Several

rnembers had attended the Fair but none had seen fit to relieve
those attending the Stand for a meal. lt was easy to say we must
support the Greenmount Fair to promote the N.l.D.G. but these
same people must help share the responsibility and work involved.
He. congratulated Mr. McCabe on winning the Championship of
lreland against stiff opposition from the professional g'rowers'and
gaining an added bonus by winning the 12 Bloom clais at the late
Show against the same people. Many visitors from overseas had
attended our Shows and in August we had the privilege and
pleasure of welcoming Mr. and Mrs. pennings from Holla[d. Mr.
Pennings gave. an interesting and informative lecture on Spring
Flowers and all who attended received a gift of hyacinth and'tuli[
bulbs from Mr. Pennings.
The S-ecretary concluded his report by wishing all members a
successful season in 1987.
Treasurer's Report
Mr. Andrews presented his financial report in his usual lucid
manner. This showed the Group to be in a healthyfinancial position
though our.expenditure had risen considerably. Annual subscriptions were lower than 1985 but this should improve in 19g7 whdn
the current 3-year membership fees are received.
Election of Officers
Mrs. Reade then declared all offices vacant and asked Mr. crosbie
cochrane to act as chairman for the election of officers. This
resulted as follows:
Chairman-8. S. Duncan. Proposed by J. O,Reilly. Seconded by J.
P. McCausland.
Vi ce-Ch ai rm a n-C. Coch rane. Proposed by K. Reade. Seconded
by S. McCabe.
_ Secretary-S. McCabe. Proposed by K. Reade. Seconded by B.

noted breeder of miniatures. She had written to Mrs. Gray expressing sympathy on behalf of the Group.
Sir Frank Harrison referred to a notable first for horticulture
achieved by Mr. Cochrane when he was awarded the O.B.E. by H.M.
the Oueen. lt was a matter which gave every member immense
satisfaction and he congratulated Crosbie on the honour.
Referring to Greenmount Fair it was decided we would be unable
to support it this year because of an unfortunate clash of dates with
the R.H.S. Show at London.
Discussion on the Group's finances resulted in a decision to
redeem some of our shares and invest in gilt edged securities.
Show dates for 1987 were notified as follows:
Early Show 5/41'87 Tullyglass Hotel, Ballymena
11141',87
Bangor-C. of l.
15t4t',87
Ballymena
18&19141'87 Gilnahirk
25141',87
Hillsborough - Amateur Championship
2l5l'87 Omagh
Late Show 1Ol5l'87
Carncairn
The Secretary was instructed to endeavour to get judge(s) from
England to act at Championship of lreland.
Sir Frank Harrison undertook to write to Mr. Michael Ward, Dublin
to request him to act as Judge at Amateur Championship along with
Sir Frank.
Requests for medals were received from Hillsborough, Bangor,
Gilnahirk, Ballymena and Omagh (2). A.D.S. ribbon required for
Omagh.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Duncan.

Treasurer-G. Andrews. Proposed by J. O,Reilly. Seconded by

F.

Editor-S. McCabe. Proposed by B. Duncan. Seconded by

G.

Harrison.

Andrews.

The Secretary informed the meeting that of the existing committee
ittee onlv
only J. O'Reillv
lly was eligible
elioible for re-election.
re-election Mrs.
Mrs Jones
.tnrtc and
rnrt
Mr. Dukelow had completed their 4 allotted years and Mr. Duncan
had been elected as chairman. The following members were then
nominated as committee members for the en-suing year:
Mr. J. O'Reilly, Mr. J. M'Causland, Mr, M. Kerr,-Mr. W. Davison.
Audito r-R. McD. Cou lter.
LiaisontoG. L.WilsonGardens ) .,
Liaisonto uiii"iiiiiA;;;;;i;ru j Mr. r. conwav
Any Other Business
Mr. Duncan then took the Chair and thanked Mr. Cochrane for
occupying the Chair for the election of Officers.
Mrs. Reade informed the meeting of the death of Alec Gray-the

Efficiency

-

The knack of getting someone to do a iob you dislike.

A perted example of minority rule is a baby in the house.

They must first judge themselves, that presume to censure others.

There are no obstructions more fatal to fortune than pride and
resentment.
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12th-13th SEPTEMBER, 1986
NORTH ISLAND
After a very wet and cold August indications were for a late
season.

However, some good weather in the first half of September meant
that the season was just right for growers in the northern half of the
North lsland. Growers in the lower half and the South lsland were
unable to show many f lowers.
The Show held at Pukekohe was very good and many lovely
blooms were shown. Some very fine seedlings were presented
especially some good doubles raised by Max Hamilton of Koanga
Daffodils.
was won by
The major class
the British Raisers Gold Cup
Koanga. Although -there was only one entry it was -of a very good
standard and would havetaken a top class entryto beat it. Flowers

staged were 'lrish Minstrel', 'Kingscourt', 'Rubh Mor', 'Vulcan',
'Canisp'. 'Loch Loyal', 'Red Prospect'. 'Arbar', 'Viking'. 'Ben Hee',
'Loch Lundie', 'My Love', 'Amber Castle', 'Tudor Minstrel', 'Loch
Owskeich', 'Golden Vale', 'Signal Light' and 'Loch Hope'. These
were staged 7-6-5 and looked very good.
The New Zealand Raisers Challenge Cup was again won by G. and
M. Brogden with a good entry though perhaps not up to their usual
standard. Graham Phillips, in second place also showed some
excellent blooms.
Premier Bloomswere: 1YY-'Temple Gold'; 1WY-'Lod'; 1WW'Anitra'; 2YY-'Gold Gem'; 2YR-85/9 Brogden; 2YW-'Daydream'; 2WR-'Bandit'; 2WY-'Countdown'; 2WW-'Springston

Charm'; 3YR-'Trudy May'; 3YY-'New Penny'; 3WR-'Voda';
3WY-'Placid'; Division 4-M.H. 12-32-2; Division S-'Arish Mell';
Division 6-'Treena'; Division 8-'Highfield Beauty' (4 flowers);
Division 9-M.H. seedling; Division 1'l-'Kingsize'.
Amateur Champions were: Division 1-'Mellow Dawn'; Division
2-'Demand'; Division 3-'Voda' and'Highfield Beauty'.
The Champion Bloom was 'Treena'. This was an immaculate
specimen, flawless and a perfect example of what a cyclamineus
should look Iike and was a fitting reward for a flower raised by Mavis
Verry who has been a great exhibitor for over 50 years. The flower
was shown by Koanga Daffodils.
The Amateur classes were very well supported with 14 entries in
a newly introduced class of 6 varieties, one of each. The general
standard here was very high and is a good sign for the future.
Overall an excellent Show enjoyed by everyone.

ALF CHAPPELL

ALEC GRAY
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An Appreciation by Kate Reade
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It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of Alec Gray,
without whom so many of the beautiful miniature daffodils which
we find in all cornbrs of the World would not exist.

When we first put up a trade stand at the R.H.S. we used to stay at
the Rubens Hotel in London. lt was there that we first met Alec Gray,
but it was not until we were in the Hall at Vincent Square and saw
him putting up his beautiful stand that we realised who he was.
I remember Alec Gray as a tall, slim, soldierly looking man with
very white hair and a brown outdoor face. To me he was always
kind, and helped to fill the gaps in our stocks to cover all the divisions.
I got our first 'Sweetness'from him, also 'Thalia', and many others.
When he put up his stands he was always greatly helped by Flomay,
his wife, who did lovely delicate arrangements showing his
miniatures to perfection. The effect on one brought up in the Wilson
tradition of mainly large blooms was electric! I fell in love
immediately with the tiny flowers, both species and hybrids. What
patience and dedication he must have had!The little ones are not
easy

!

Looking back at his 1958 catalogue, lfind'April Tears'at two
shillings each, 'Cobweb' at one shilling and sixpence, 'Flomay' at
three shillings. This, at a time when the large standard hybrids were
fetching such prices at f30 for'Glendermott' and f35 for'Empress
of lreland' in Guy Wilson's catalogue. lt hardly seems fair!
Alec Gray was born in London and after World War I he went to
the CornwallCounty Experimental Station at Gulval, and from there
to the Scilly lsles where he worked on the production of daffodils for
the early market. When he returned to Cornwall he concentrated on
the species and his hybridising with great success.

Alec Gray
(Beproduced by kind permission of Royal Horticultural Society)

Last year he put in an appearance at the R.H.S. Show where I was
fortunate enough to see him and he gave us permission to name a
small white trumpet of his which we have had for many years. Last
Spring I crossed it with an even smaller trumpet, white, and bred by
him, given to me by Mrs. Capen in the U.S.A. To date we have 18 tiny
seedlings and more coming up every day.
Alec Gray's wife, Flomay, tells me she joined him as a Land Girl
when she was 18 and was with him ever since. To her we send our
deepest sympathy and an assurance that here in Northern lreland
we will do our best to keep at least some of his little gems alive.
11

THE TULIP CHALLENGE
BRIAN S. DUNCAN

Spring Shows featuring mainly daffodils have been popular
throughbut the British lsles and in many other parts of the world for

great number of years. lndeed in most such shows daffodils are so
predominant in the schedules that the name Daffodil Show has
been adopted in favour of Spring Show. Whilst this isfine and satisfactory for those of us who are confirmed daffodil enthusiasts it is
rather restrictive in the range of colour and types of flowers presented to the visiting public. There are several possible explanations why daffodils have gained their pre-eminent position as show
flowers in the Springtime, e.g.
They are beloved of all as the harbinger of Spring.
They have had excellent "Press" over the years thanks to poets,
enthusiasts who had the contracts and the literary ability to enthuse
a

oth e rs.

Their improvement through hybridising was largely in the hands
of amateurs who liked to exhibit and compare their new creations in
competition with their fellow enthusiasts.
have good stems
Daffodils are ideal flowers for exhibition
- they
form for longer than
for staging; they remain in peak exhibition
most flowers; they are sufficiently formal and distinctive in form to
facilitate fair judging; they are easy to grow in a range of locations
and conditions and they are relatively easily "timed" by greenhouse
culture in pots.
Why then have tulips and hyacinths not enjoyed similar exhibition
exposure? Few schedules allow more than a couple of classes for
tulips, whilst hyacinths seldom get a mention
Flowering time is obviously one of the perceived problems but
this can be overcome by careful selection of varieties or by pot culture as practised for daffodil growing, with perhaps some modifications and refinements. Planting date can be used to great effect for
timing tulips. Floppy or bent stems may be regarded as an exhibition disadvantage but this problem can be overcome by enclosing
the stem and bloom in a plastic sleeve while it takes up water after
cutting. Alternatively, and perhaps even more suitable, tulips can be
grown in single bulb mini-pots in which they can be exhibited
-this
the
is how it is done in Holland when new seedlings are put before
Com m ittees for assessment.
The "Tulipomania" publicity may have had an adverse psychological effect on potential growers and the popular belief that tulips
are only suitable for one season's flowering may not have helped
their cause. Also, when compared to daffodil breeding, the improvement and cultivation of tulips has been in much more commercially
orientated hands with less emphasis on and enthusiasm forfriendly
got there first, and
competition. I suspect this is the key
- daffodils
and other flower lovers
tlrose involved influenced their friends
,rnonqsl the show visitors.
!
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Behind almost every daffodil enthusiast there is a story like the
answer to the question "How did you meet your wife" and there is
nearly always the influence of a friendly daffodil growing acquaintance or a visit to a daffodil show providing the initial stimulus.
I have often casually wondered why Spiing Shows were almost
devoid of tulips and other spring bulb floweis. lwas very content
with my enthusiasm and involvement in daffodils and the ,,casual
wonderings" were not sufficiently clear to prompt any in depth
enquiries. Last year's visit to the Breezand Show in Holland where
daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, crocus and numerous other bulbs were
all in flower at one time in an amazing state of perfection prompted
further enquiries. lt seems that there are no insurmountable difficulties in the cultivation and timing of a wide range of tulips and
other bulbs to coincide with normal daffodil show dates. Let it be

admitted thatthe range of colours in a "daffodilshow" is somewhat
limited
if we add tulips, hyacinths and other bulbs the kaleidoscope of- colour will provide an infinitely wider public appeal and
help overcome the "mono-maniac" reputation of many'daffodil
growers!
Who will accept the challenge?
Who will try to influence their Societies to introduce classes, as
suggested below, in their Spring or Daffodil Shows
give the
- and
classes a year ortwo of trialto create an impact? Advice
on virieties,
sourcing, cultivation, timing and exhibition may be necessary
this help can easily be found.
Suggested
Classes
for
Tulips
and Hyacinths
Tulips
1. One bloom, "Single Early" or "single Late" Tulip
2. One bloom, "Double Early" or "Double Late" Tulip
3. One bloom, "Triumph" or "Darwin" Tulip
4. One bloom, "Lily Flowered"
5. One bloom, "Fringed" Tulip
6. One bloom, "Parrot" Tulip
l. One bloom, "Kaufmaniana", "Gregii" or "Fosterianna" Tulip
8. One bloom, Species Tulip
Or repeat above classes
- three blooms, one or more varieties.
Hyacinths
1. One Spike, Red
2. One Spike, Blue
3. One Spike, White or Pink shades
4. One Spike, Other colours and forms
Or repeat above classes
three blooms, one or more varieties.
Blooms may be staged in-vases, in small single bulb pots or triple
bulb pots.
Some of the above classes could be combined e.g. 4 and 5 or 6
and 7.
Species tulips tend to hre early and are unlikely to be available for
shows after mid-April.
Amarylis
1. One stem, any colour, cut or in pot
13
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TWELVE GO DUTCH
MAISIE A. JONES

At the end of February twelve members of the Group travelled
from Aldergrove to Amsterdam where we were joined by Mrs. AbelSmith and Mr. and Mrs. Baxter from England. We were met by Mr.
Jan Pennings and his daughter Marieke who presented allthe ladies
with a bunch of daffodils. This was the start of a week-end packed
with interest and kindness from
the Dutch Bulb Growers and
their friends. Not only were our
hosts so pleasant and helpful,
but all the Dutch folk we met or
with whom we had contactwere
very considerate and spoke
English for our benefit.
It was about 9.30 Friday
evening when we booked into
our hotel and went our respective ways, as we did on Saturday
day. Most people had a
-tripa free
on a boat on the canals. A
wonderful way to see Amsterdam and to learn a little of the
history of the city. Needless to
say, we all tried to get rid of our
GriiiOers. A street fl"ower market Jan Pennings
was unbelievable; not only bunches of every kind of cut flower and
foliage (mostly imported from lsrael, we were told), but bunches of
mixed flowers; it must be a flower arranger's delight. There was
also a huge range of dried flowers, mostly the kinds we can buy or
grow here, but with larger flowers and more intense colours. The
statice was particu Iarly eye-catching.
On Sunday morning we had a fairly early start (9.15 a.m.) and
went northwards by coach to Breezand to the Anna Paulowna
polder. lt was about 40 miles along very flat land which was full of
canals. lt was a misty morning so there were no "distant prospects".
When we arrived at Breezand Show we were met and welcomed by
Mr. Jan Kapetan, the Show Director, and taken through the Trade
Section (all kinds of things for sale) to the Restaurant where we had
coffee and met several other people including Jan Pennings and his
family who were our hosts for the day. Then to the "Distinguished
Strangers' Gallery" from which we could see the whole Show. A
very large hallfullof "Bulbloemen" beautifully laid out, no straight
lines anywhere and no dividers separating one exhibit from the
next. lt was a flowing integral whole. Ther:e were discreet cards
showing awards. I have never seen a Show quite like it. The degree
of colour and the landscaping effect were overwhelming.
16

The theme, lndonesia, was emphasised by jungle scenes painted

on huge canvasses at each end of the hall. These had been
borrowed from a film company. There were coconut palms and
banana trees which had been growing in lndonesia two weeks
before. Needless to say, the terrain was not level and some of the
trees were on little hills, and in a swamp beside a stream that traversed the scene, rice was growing. Having absorbed the overall
impression, we went down and wandered around the paths

between the beautiful displays. Tulips of all types and colours in
great masses; all growing, their pots completely buried in peat.
'Apricot Beauty', 'Fancy Frills' and 'New Design' particularly took
my fancy. The latter is pale pink and the leaves have a white edging.
The Amarylis, bred and exhibited by Jan Kapitan \ruere numerous
and spectacular; four or five flowers to a stem. The flowers were up
to 10 inches across and in all kinds of beautiful, unusual colours.
Hyacinths were planted in large groups making masses of colour.
'Blue Blazer' is an outstanding shade. There were big arrangements
of Alstromeria and of Lilies. Lots and lots of daffodils, some spectacular Fritillarias and displays of the more unusual bulbs such as
Pulchella, which is like a little tulip, and Cirtanthis, a delicate white
nerine-like flower.
The flowers that caught everybody's attention were the Fresias.
They were so much larger than the ones we get and the colours
magnificent. ln one area of the Show was a group of pedestal
arrangements; amongst them several using fresias. One had deep
mauve fresias, Molualo leaves (Bells of lreland), Asparagus Sperengem, Meyerii and delicate Cupressus and a similar one had yellow
fresias. There was one with Nerines and small budded Magnolia
sprays and another with dark blue lris and pale pink Larkspur.
We were taken from the Show to Jan Penning's home for coffee
and gorgeous home-baked cakes. Jan's wife, Ans, and their three
children welcomed the fifteen of us like old friends. After a chat and
relaxation we went out to see Jan's greenhouse and sheds where all
his work with the bulbs is done. lt was a dull misty day so the views
were restricted, but it was not cold. Jan specialises in Hyacinths,
beautiful blooms and unusual colours, growing in 2 inch pots, ln fact
it might be more accurate to say they were growing on the pots.
These little pots were packed in trays with a little water in the bottom
and always kept moist. Daffodils were also packed tightly into their
pots. lnside again for sandwiches and more coffee (or beer)then to
the Show in various people's cars. lt was not far.
After this final glimpse of the Show, we were taken to "'t Wapen
van Holland" for a magnificent dinner as guests of the Pennings
family. Dutch food is marvellous as is the hospitality of the Dutch
people. We returned by coach to our hotel about 9 o'clock, tired but

rilled.
Next day we had a very early start, 7.30 a.m. and went by minibus to Aalsmeer Flower Auction. We had heard of this huge place

th
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but, oven so, the amount of flowers, pot plants, etc. was unexpected.
A hall the size of fifty-five football pitches has a raised walk-way for
tlre "tourists". lt is estimated that 80% of the cut flowers and pot
6llants sold in the world pass through Aalsmeer. There are four
auction rooms where Dutch Auctions are conducted by means of
clocks showing price, etc. Hundreds of trolleys laden with goods
for sale are trundled around through auction rooms, then to the
buyers' vans or stores. We saw Gerberas, Amarylis (as cut flowers),

Anthurium, Roses, Bromeliads and Proteas going into the sale
rooms. Looking down from the balcony was like looking into a sea
of colour as far as the eye could see.
After a cup of coffee and a wander around the Souvenir Shop we
were transported to Hillegom to the Headquarters of the Royal
Dutch Bulbgrowers Association. Here at 11.30 each Monday
morning the Committee evaluate the new varieties of flowering
bulbs that have been submitted. We were able to see that week's
entries before the Committee arrived. There were tulips, narcissus
(including a number of split corona cultivars) and irises.
From here we went to Mr. Wim Lemmers farm. He is an acknowledged authority on tulips and grows narcissus and other bulbs. We
saw his novel machine for "parting" the daffodil bulbs, i.e. cutting a
bulb into twelve (or other suitable number) of pieces, each with
some basal plate attached. Each of these pieces should grow into a
new bulb and be of flowering size in three years. We saw the new
bulbs in warm compartments at varying stages of growth.
Next to "De Nachtegaal" at Lisse for a magnificent buffet lunch
and then to the Research Laboratories of the Dutch Bulbgrowers
where, amongst other things, research is being carried out to
change the flowering time of bulbs. As well as buildings with
"rooms" at various temperatures, there were ranges of glasshouses where all kinds of bulbs were growing under experimental
conditions. Mr, Jan de Winter was our genial and patient guide
around this impressive establishment.
Our final visit was to Mr, Leenen's establishment- he specialises
in bulb "parting" on a large scale and does some hybridising. His
family has developed several, simple to use, machines for parting
the bulbs and several thousands are done per day. He propagates
other members of Amaryllidacea besides narcissus and he also performs this service for other bulb growers. Under laboratory conditions he does some tissue culture and we were shown trays of
three month old plants.
The idea of this trip came from Mr. Jan Pennings who invited
Brian Duncan to bring a party to The Breezand Show. He and Mr.
Wim Lemmers arranged the transport in Holland for the two days
and we thank them for their good work in this field. We also thank,
most sincerely, Jan and Ans Penning and their family for their kindness and hospitality, We also thank, and remember with great
pleasure, all the other kind people we met on this memorabldtrip.
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JONOUILS
FRANCES N. ARMSTRONG, Covington, Virginia

When the early Eng lish settlers came to the south-eastern coast of
North America, they brought with them daffodil bulbs, N.jonquilla
and /V. x odorus among others. These two jonquil varieties thrived
greatly becoming naturalized in the warm climate. Today all yellow
daffodils in the deep South mistakenly are called "jonquils" even in
florist shops. Tazettas, which also growwell in the South. are known
as "narcissus" and "daffodil" is a term used largely by botanists
and by members of the American Daffodil Society.
The word "jonquil" is derived from the Latin juncus meaning
rush. The species jonquils all have round rushlike foliage of a deep
green colour. Scapes are slender, most of them bearing two to six
flowers, On the whole, jonquils have good substance, are durable
and disease resistant and are the most fragrant of all daffodils. The
smaller species, such as N.scaberulus, N.calcicola, N.rupicola,
N.watieri and N.juncifolius are parents of many of our miniature
hybrids. Most of the standard jonquil hybrids, however, have come
from N.jonquilla, a golden yellow small cupped variety with two to
five florets per stem and with a somewhat variable form and time of
bloom. Usually N.jonquilla serves as the pollen parent crossed with
cultivars from Divisions 2 and 3. lt is these larger jonquil hybrids
which we shall discuss in this review.
The Daffodil Data Bank of the American Daffodil Society contains
the names of 183 jonquil hybrids of which 22 are considered to be
miniatures according to the ADS list (a somewhat arbitrary list
which seems to serve its purpose fairly well). Of the 161 standard
cultivars listed, I am able to find 72lo be available commercially.
Possibly there are others hidden away in catalogues and price lists
that I do not have. These 72 cultivars give us a wide choice of both
daffodils that are full
the old and the new jonquilla hybrids
- tothose
grow. Whilst the species
of charm and grace, and are quite easy
may prefer the warmer regions, the hybrids seem to do well in a
wide range of climates.
Early interest in jonquilla hybridizing was centred in England.
'Buttercup', 7Y-Y, still in commerce today, was introduced in
1890 by the Rev. Geo. H. Engleheart. Among the early 20th century
hybridizers were John Charles Williams (7Y-Y 'Syphax' ('King
Alfred' x N.jonquilla)) and the Barr firm which introduced 'Lintie'
7W-O,'Nirvana'7W-W and'Mountjoy'7Y-Y. ln 1921 P. D. Williams
gave us 'Trevithian' 7Y-Y, a short cupped classic beauty that is still
a frequent winner in current shows. ln these years the DeGraff
family of Holland was also producing good garden jonquil hybrids,
e.g.'Golden Perfection','Golden Sceptre' and'Tullus Hostilius', all
7Y-Ys.

W. F. Mitchell of England introduced 'Cherie' 7W-P in '35 and
wasthefirst

'Cora Ann'7W-Y in'39.'Cherie', asfar as lcan ascertain,
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jonquil hybrid with pink colouring. A very refined flower, it is still
widely grown and exhibited today. The year 1937 saw the introduction of 7W-W 'Nancegollen' and 7Y-O 'Parcpat' by Michael
Williams whilst in 1939 Dr. R. V. Favell introduced'Sweet Pepper'
7Y-O and 'Sweetness' 7Y-Y. The latter has probably won more
ribbons on the show bench than any daffodil in history. ln 1954 Dr.
Favell's 'Susan Pearson' 7Y-R and 'Suzy' 7Y-O were introduced.
Both are similar to 'Sweet Pepper', all three having 'Hades'2W-R as
the seed parent. These cultivars have proven to be excellent garden
flowers and also have performed well in competition.
During this period Alec Gray was doing pioneer work with the
small jonquils and produced some larger ones as well. One of the
best is 'Sugarbush' 7W-YYW ('541, a bicolour with a narrow white
rim on the edge of the cup.
Since 1954 I can find only two English introductions: 'Dove' 7W-Y
(Coleman, '62) and 'Pet Finch' 7Y-O (Jefferson-Brown, '75). 'Pet
Finch'is small, quite early and generous with its singly borne
blooms. As the same time as the English lost interest in hybridizing
with N.ionguilla and turned to breeding daffodils in other divisions,
several Americans picked up the brush and began dabbing the
pollen of N.jonquil/a around with some rather imaginative things in
mind.
First and foremostthere is Grant E. Mitsch, a professional daffodil
bulb grower of Canby, Oregon. Since 1959 he has introduced 41
standard jonquil hybrids of which 36 can be found on various
commercial lists. So we see that exactly half of the jonquil hybrids
available in commerce today have come from the talented hand of
Grant Mitsch.

Among Mitsch's earliest Division 7 registrations white cultivars
predominate. The sixties and early seventies brought forth five
whites. 'Dainty Miss' 7W-GWW (seedling x N.watieri) has a round
overlapping perianth, a small white cup and a beautiful green eye.
True to its pollen parent, it blooms singly. Small in size, it does well
in exhibition because of its neatform and pristine whiteness. 'Ocean
Spray' 7W-W (('Rubra' 2W-YYO x 'Green lsland' 2W-GWY) x
N.watieril is a similar bloom with less green centre. Mitsch considered classifying these in Division 3 but decided the jonquilla
characteristics outweighed the Division 3 ones.
Then there are three multi-flowered white jonquil hybrids,
'Eland', 'Pueblo' and 'Curlew'. 'Eland' ('Aircastle' 2W-Y x N.jonquillal
is a beautifully formed flower displaying a short crown which opens
pale lemon but quickly passes to white. 'Pueblo' ('Binkie' 2Y-W x
N.jonquilla) is both vigorous and prolific with several florets to a
stem and a medium size crown. An exceptional garden flower, it is
usually smooth enough to exhibit. 'Curlew' ('Killaloe' 2W-W x
N.jonquillal is also generous of bloom and has an informal white
perianth with a longish ivory crown which never becomes truly
white.

ln attempting to breed a better pink jonquil hybrid than 'Cherie',
Mitsch crossed'Wild Rose' 2W-Pwith N.jonquilla. Jonquilla hybrids

are nearly always sterile but among the 'Wild Rose'seedlings he
found one with well filled pods and nicely developed seed. Saving
the bulb as well as the seed, he named the clone, 'Ouick Step' and
from its seed has produced a number of second generation hybrids.
The only other 7W-P's registered by Mitsch, however, have been
from seedlings x N.jonquilla. 'Divertimento', no longer available,
has been supplanted by the exquisite sisters, 'Bell Song' and 'Pink
Angel', both from a seedling ('Wild Rose' x 'lnterim' 2W-YYP) x
N.jonquilla. 'Bell Song' has long been one of my favourites. lt produces two to three blooms per scape with ivory white flat perianths
and deep pink diminutive bell-like cups. Well named, 'Bell Song'
seems to dance and sing in the garden meriting attention in exhibition as well. 'Pink Angel' 7W-GWP, a quite fragrant flower, has a
perianth whiter than its sibling, a corona with a white base, and a
bright pink rim surrounding a green eye deep inside the cup.
Mitsch was also early in introducing the yellows with orange
cups, 'Finch', 'Kinglet', 'Bunting' and 'Stratosphere'. All were bred
from 'Narvik 2Y-R x N.jonquilla,the first three having well coloured
small cups whilst that of 'Stratosphere' is only slightly darker than
its perianth segments. Of thethree "birds" lwould choose'Bunting'
as a colourful and floriferous garden flower. 'Stratosphere', as its
name implies, is one of the tallest cultivars in the garden. lts strong
stems remain upright and its smooth blooms are nicely arranged
and long lasting. An excellent show and garden flower, 'stratosphere' was designated by the ADS in 1985 as the first recipient of
Wister Award for Garden Daffodils.
'Triller', bred from 'Vulcan', is Mitsch's latest 7Y-O. Usually only
one flower to a stem, it opens all yellow, the cup intensifying in
colour as it ages. lts tailored form, good substance and smooth
texture will undoubtedly win it a place on the show bench.
Mitsch's first all yellow jonquil hybrid to be registered was a little
'Seraglio' 3Y-YYO x N.juncifolius cross named 'Vireo' 7Y-GYY.
Blooming at season's end, it is about two inches in diameter with a
luminous lemon yellow perianth and a flat, scalloped cup surrounding a deep green eye. I enjoy the colourful, nearly always
perfect blooms in the relaxed days of early May.
Of some half dozen yellow jonquil hybrids offered in the 1970's,
'Ouail'seems to be the most widely grown. Bred from 'Daydream'
x N.jonquilla, it increases rapidly and flowers freely over most of the
daffodil season.'Ouail'is blessed with a flat overlapping perinath, a
long narrow crown slightly flared at the mouth and a rich golden
colour. I find each bulb will send up scapes over several weeks time,
first with larger flowers, later with smaller ones, lt is a cultivar which
I find pleasing both to grow and to show.
Among Mitsch's more recent introductions in this colour range is
'Life'7YW-Y ('Top Notch'2Y-Yx N.jonquilla). I am sorrythat I am not
21

familiar with it. He describes it as being a "soft lemon flower with a
slight white halo on the flat perianth. The crown is similar in tone
with a pinkish light some years." I am a great admirer of 'Top Notch'
and feel that its progeny would be equally interesting.
ln 1982 Mitsch first lists'Punchline'7Y-YYP ('Ouick Step'7W-P x
'Silken Sails'3W-WWY), a second generation jonquil hybrid. He
calls it "an unusual flower with good sized rounded perianths of
ivory buff, and nearly flat crowns of buff yellow with pinkish rims."
It bears two to three blooms per stem. Other yellow-pink jonquil
hybrids are believed to be in the pipeline for the near future.
Probably the most notable contribution Mitsch has made in jonquil hybridization has been in the field of reverse bicolours, those
daffodils with yellow perianths and cups which open yellow then
fade to white as the flower matures. ln 1964'Dickcissel'was introduced, followed in '65 by 'Pipet' and 'Verdin', 'Chat' in '68 and
'Mockingbird' in 1971. All are from 'Binkie'2Y-W x N.jonquilla. Considered quite a breakthrough in colour, they were quickly sought
after both as garden flowers and for exhibition. ln our garden 'Dickcissel'and 'Pipet' have been strong growers giving an abundance of
bloom whilst'Verdin'and 'Chat'are more restrained in growth but
show better form. 'Dickcissel' has a fluted, flaring crown which
quickly turns snow white giving excellent colour contrast to the
intense lemon yellow perianth but, alas, it hangs its head as if the
blooms are too heavy to be borne properly. 'Pipet's' slightly
reflexed petals are coloured a softer yellow. After growing it for
many years I noticed frequent mottling in the perianth colour.
Although the foliage showed no sign of virus, I thought it wise to
destroy the bulbs. I have seen this broken colour also in blooms of
'Pipet' in other gardens. Were it not for this tendency, I would rate it
much more highly. 'Mockingbird' is similar in colour to 'Dickcissel'
with better pose, larger blooms but fewer of them per stem, often
singly borne. Whilst'Chat' lacks the good colour contrast of its siblings, it has excellent form and is full of grace. 'Verdin', also with
attractive configuration, blooms rather late in the season with
slightly better colour than that of 'Chat'.
Ouite different in form from the above reversed flowers 'Oryx'
('Aircastle' 2W-Y x N.jonquilla 1969) resembles its seed parent with
the exception that it has several florets to each stem. The blooms
open pale lemon yellow, the small cups eventually turning nearly
white.
A cross between 'Ouick Step' 7W-P and 'Daydream' 2Y-W has
delivered some interesting second generation reverses: 'Step Forward' ('72), 'High Note' ('74), 'New Day' ('75) and the recent'Lemon
Tarts' ('85). The first two have rather large crowns and rich yellow
colouring. 'New Day' is lemon gold and sports a white halo on its
overlapping perianth. The longish flaring crinkled cups eventually
take on a buff hue. 'Lemon Tarts' bowl-shaped crown is slightly
ruffled" lt is a profuse bloomer of nicely contrasted colour.

Finally, there are two recent introductions that are quite exceptional. 'Canary' 7YW-W ('77) boasts a star-shaped perianth of rich
lemon yellow. As its long crown fades to white, a snowy halo
develops on the slightly reflexing perianth. Usually only one bloom
on a scape, it is a charming and distinctive flower. 'Hillstar'
(7YW-YWW '79) has a cro\ /n that is slightly large and flaring.
Personally I have some reservations about allthose colour changes.
"Variegated" might be an apt word to depict'Hillstar'.
One might think that Grant Mitsch had exhausted all things
possible in jonquil hybridization; however, several other hybridizers have found unfilled niches and given us some distinctive
cultivars.
The ADS Data Bank lists five jonquil hybrids by the late George
Morrill, Mitsch's friend and neighbour. 'Fruit Cup' ('Green lsland'
2W-GWW x N.juncifolius 19771and 'Pretty Miss' ('Polindra' 2W-Y x
N.j o n q u i l l al a re both 7W-Y's.' Pretty M iss' resem b les'Sweetness' i n
form but flowers more heavily, usually having two or three florets
on each stem. 'Fruit Cup' blooms on 12 inch stems with a rather flat
perianth and nicely proportioned cups of a light apricot yellow, one
or two flowers per stem.
Morrill also has two 7Y-Y's to his credit. 'Buffawn' ('Tunis'
2W-WWY x N.jonquilla'771has rather large buff coloured blooms.
It is nicely fragrant and quite prolific. The second one is the very
popular 'Oregon Gold' (seedling x N.jonquilla '7311, a tall golden
flower with slightly deeper coloured crowns. 'Oregon Gold'
resembles 'Trevithian' but has a larger cup and usually more
flowers to each stem.
'Snowstorm' 7W-W ('Bithynia' 3W-WWO '77), his only white
introduction, is described as being fragrant and of excellent form. I
am sorry that I am not acquainted with it.
Another Oregonian, Matthew Fowlds, introduced'Philomath'
7Y-Y in 1970. A cross between a small cyclamineus hybrid and
N.jonquilla, it is a perky bright yellow small flower with long crowns
and flat narrow perianth segments. Just a bit too large for the ADS
miniature classes, it grows with abandon, one of our best small
garden flowers.
This brings us to our final jonquil hybridizer, the former president
of the ADS, William G. Pannill. Bill's interest in daffodils in universal
including every size, type, colour and classification. The Data Bank
lists eight jonquil cultivars registered by Pannill. These eight cover
all colour combinations presently known in Division 7. His two
earliest jonquil hybrid introductions are my personal favourites:
'lntrigue'7Y-W ('Nazareth'2Y-W x N.jonquilla '71) and 'lndian Maid'
7O-R ('Jezebel' 3Y-R x N.jonquilla'721.
'lntrigue' is a beauty in our garden with round lemon perianths
and small well proportioned cups which quickly become snow
white. The strong stems hold two to three graceful well placed
florets, nearly all of exhibition quality. The aptly named 'lndian

Maid' is a stand-out both in the garden and on the show bench for
its vivid colour,the perianth copper orange and its small cup of deep
rusty red. Unlike its seed parent the bloom is of smooth texture and
firm substance. lt always bears several florets on erect stems.

'Wellworth' 7Y-Y, bred from 'Aircastle', is pale yellow here, of
good quality but lacks the distinction of the above cultivars. I regret

that I do not know'Sailboat'7W-W ('Frostkiss'6W-W x N.jonquilla
'80),'Springdale'7W-Y ('Cascade' x N.jonquilla'83), nor'Wendover'
7W-Y ('Silken Sails' x N.jonquilla'781. All may be found on at least
one commercial list but without description. Bill has also registered
'Rising Star' 7W-P and 'Sunny Miss'7Y-O; I do not find them commercially available. We have much to anticipate from Bill's work
with daffodils.
Several other American hybridizers are working with jonquils.
Mrs. George Watrous, Mrs. Goethe Link and Ed Zinkowski have
registered interesting cultivars but lfind none of them in commerce
at present. From New Zealand and Australia the Data Bank lists 18
jonquil hybrid cultivars, none of which I can recall having seen.
And which are my favourites? ln most ADS shows the schedule
calls for a collection in every division of five stems, each a different
cultivar. lf allthe jonquil hybrids which I grow were in peakform and
condition at the time I was selecting them for show (and would not
that be a lovely miracle!), I believe I would choose'lntrigue','Bell
Song', 'lndian Maid','Eland' and a yellow one, possible'Ouail', or
perhaps 'Oregon Gold', or 'Stratosphere for my Division 7 collection. What a difficult choice to make for each one I grow is
beautiful in its own way.
There are many people who could have done this article much
better than l. I suppose I accepted the invitation to do it because I
found myself so pleased that the Northern lreland daffodil growers
were finally taking an interest in the upper divisions. ln two visits to
the RHS Daffodil Shows and one to Northern lsland during daffodil
season, I was astonished at the paucity of exhibits in the classes
beyond Division 4. ln the quest for larger and larger, rounder and
rounder daffodi I blooms wh ich were ined u pon the show bench li ke
so many soldiers, the English and the lrish seemed to have denied
themselves the distinctive pleasures of the upper divisions. Diversity
of size and form is much more sought after in the United States than
in the British lsles. My hope isthat in some smallwaythis articlewill
encourage our lrish friends to know the joy of growing and exhibiting
the many delightful jonquil hybrids. And perhaps an lrish hybridizer
will present us with the first 7W-R, a white with a red cup. How about
that?
I

Don't talk about yourself

-

it will be done when you leave.
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SOME SNIPPETS ON BREEDING,
GLASSIFICATION AND VIRUS
The following extracts are taken from letters received by our

Chairman from Dr. P. E. Brandham, Kew Botanic Gardens and are
published for the information of our readers.

FERTILITY IN JONOUILS
"l have the following chromosome numbers available for the Jonquils (Division 7): 'Tittle Tattle', 'Sweetness', 'Aurelia', 'Cherie',
'Golden lncense', 'Golden Sceptre', 'Hesla', 'Lanarth', 'Penpol',
'Porthchapel','Trevithian' all with 21 chromosomes and probably
low fertility; 'Baby Moon', 'Baby Star', 'Orange Oueen'with 14 chromosomes (fertile); 'Shah', 'Roberta Watrous', 'Ouick Step'with 28
chromosomes (quite fertile); 'Golden Perfection', 31 chromsomes
(unlikely to be very fertile). As I said before, pollen from low fertility
plants will give a greater chance of success in a cross than using
them as female parents will (genetically, of course, there is no
difference which way a cross is done, each parent contributing
equally)."

SUGAR IS GOOD
note you are using sugar solution to make pollen stick on a
stigma. This is basically a good idea, since pollen placed on sugar
solution on a microscope slide will germinate. You are therefore
stimulating pollen germination and penetration of thestigma bythe
pollen tube. Take care, though, not to make the solution too strong,
orthe pollen will be damaged. About 5-7% should be alright."

"l

DIVISION SIX DILEMMA
"The problem which you raised about the classification of some
varieties is very difficult for everyone producing new plants. There
are, of course, no problems as regards divisions 1-4 and 11 which
are based solely on the shape of theflower and not on its parentage,
but divisions 5-9 are not at all easy. Let's take as an example division
6,the Cyclamineus hybrids. lf you cross pure cyclamineuswith, say,
pure pseudonarcissus the F1 hybrid will be 50% cyclamineus and
can go nicely into division 6, but if you cross that F, with another
plant from division 1-3 the progeny will be morphologically 25o/o
cyclamineus on the average.ln practice they will range from just
over 0% to nearly 50% as extremes and thus some may have no
visible trace of their cyclamineus grandparentage. You might therefore have two seedlings from the same cross, one of which has
plenty of cyclamineus characteristics and fits nicely into division 6,
but the other of which has hardly any. The choice of what to do with
the latter is of course entirely up to you, but if I were doing this work

I wou ld put it into whatever was appropriate in divisions 1-3 (?4,11]'.
Chromosomally there is no way of locating cyclamineus ancestry in
any debatable division 6 plant, since the very slight differences
between the chromosomes of Narcissus species are totally fogged
by interbreedi ng du ri ng cu ltivar production. "

OBSERVATION CONFIRMED

"You also asked whether viruses were transmitted through

pollen or by seed. I have spoken to a number of people here about
this question, and the general consensus seemed to be probably
not, although nobody had first hand experience of Narcissus."
THERE'S A TIME AND A PLACE
"Your final question was on the ideal time for pollination. lt is nof
normally when the flower first opens. This is because many flowers
are slightly protandrous, i.e. the anthers open while the stigma is
still slightly immature. Any flower still fresh and showing no signs

of wilting of the stigma and style should be alright for use as a
female parent, provided of course you have safeguarded against
accidental self- or cross-pollination. "
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